STATUTES AT LARGE

from time to time when necessary to conform to the highest standards
of law enforcement. It shall be the duty of the commission, immediate-
ly after their election and organization, or as soon thereafter as is prac-
ticable, to appoint a permanent police force for the City of Aiken,
which shall consist of a Chief of Police, a Lieutenant of Police, and
as many Patrolmen, or assistants, as in the judgment of said com-
mission, and of the Mayor and City Council, may be necessary; that
said police force shall be appointed from the eligible list of applicants
on file with the commission, and they shall serve during their good
behavior and while properly discharging their duties, and while physi-
cally and mentally fit and competent; PROVIDED, that those per-
soils at present employed in the police department of the city and
who have had as much as six (6) months' service therein, if other-
wise qualified under the terms of this Act and under the rules and
regulations to be made and promulgated by said commission, shall
have priority of alpointment to said police force. All applications for
positions in the police department, except that of chief of police, shall
be received and filed by the commission, but no action may be taken
thereon until the applicant has first been subjected to an examination
by the said commission; that such examination shall be competitive
and open to all applicants possessing the right of suffrage and who
meet the requirements prescribed by the commission, subject to such
reasonable limitations as to residence, age, health, education, moral
character, and otherwise, as said commission may impose. The ex-
amination shall be practical in its nature and shall relate to those mat-
ters which fairly test the relative capacity and fitness of the applicants
to discharge the duties of the position sought by them, but no such
applicant shall be examined concerning his political or religious
opinions or affiliations. In the conduct of such examinations, the com-
mission may call to its assistance the aid of such outside persons as
it chooses to use for the purpose; PROVIDED, That, with the
approval of City Council, special and temporary policemen may be
appointed by the commission to serve at its pleasure, and such em-
ployees shall not be subject to the provisions of this Act requiring
competitive examinations. Whenever there is a vacancy in the regular
police force, the chief of police shall obtain from the commission a
certification of the nanes of the three (3) highest persons on the
eligible list, and, after personally interviewing each of said eligible
persons, shall recommend the one whom lie believes best suited to
fill the vacancy, and his recommendation shall be final and binding
upon the commission.
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